
The Tone 2 Bolhar melody 
 
The Tone 2 Bolhar (Bulgarian) melody is used at the funeral service, and in singing the hymns of the 
solemn Vespers procession called the litija. 
 
Here is the second of the Hymns of Saint John Damascene, commemorating the faithful departed.  It is 
sung at Vespers on Friday evenings in Tone 2, and at the funeral service.   
 

      

The form of the melody 
This melody consists of two phrases, A and B, sung in alternation.  An entire setting can end on either 
the A or B phrase. 
  



The A melody is quite flowing.  The slurs mark the phrasing, and may be broken up in a particular 
setting. 
 

 
 
The B phrase is also flowing: 
 

 
 
In the B phrase, the initial note may be repeated, or a reciting tone may be inserted on the first so: 
 

 
 

Another example 
 
At the Divine Liturgy,  the following hymn after Holy Communion is appointed to be sung in Tone 2, 
and the Tone 2 Bolhar melody can be used: 
 

        
  



Now try singing the following litija hymn from the Vespers service for the feast of Saint Nicholas 
(December 6).  Watch out for the next to last phrase, which adapts the A melody slightly in two different 
ways:  it uses a reciting tone, and also repeats the last note, both in order to match the text correctly. 
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